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Looking and Interpreting Art: On site at the exhibition 

These questions can be used to guide discussion and assist students in interpreting artworks and document their responses at Sculpture by the Sea. 

 

1 DESCRIPTION 

• Write three words to describe your initial response to the work. Avoid using 
subjective responses, e.g. beautiful, ugly, good or bad and consider instead 
the ideas or memories you immediately associate with the work. 

• Describe the shapes, colour, scale, line, texture, patterns, sound, and 
movement. 

• What might the work taste like, smell like, or feel like? 

• Walk around the sculpture – how does it change? 

• Use the Sculpture Glossary to describe how the sculpture might be 
categorised - is it ‘abstract’, ‘kinetic’, ‘ephemeral’, ‘interactive’ etc.? 

 

2 MATERIALS AND TECHNIQUES 

• Identify the materials and techniques used to make the work. 

• How has the sculpture been engineered to maintain balance and securely 
positioned? 

 

3 INTERPRETATION/ANALYSIS 

• Does the artwork remind you of anything? Describe the associations. 

• Discuss how the material selected to make the work contributes in 
communicating its subject matter and mood. 

• Is humour, parody, playfulness essential to the work? Why? 

• What is the title of the artwork? How does the title of the work contribute to 
your understanding? Does it change your response to the artwork? 

• Does the work reference a cultural, historical, literary, social, environmental, 
political event or concern? 

• Describe how the positioning of the work on site contributes to our 
experience and interpretation of the artwork? Consider the work exhibited in 
an indoor gallery space and compare. 

• Does the work question our ideas about what sculpture is or what it could 
be? How has it changed our ideas about sculpture? 

3 Interpretation/analysis: 

2 Materials and techniques: 

1 Description: 
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